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Older man and woman are on the beach next to painted canoe. She sits on a log, next to a large a
salmon on woven mat. The man stands looking down at fish. There are canoes in background.
Tulalip Indian Reservation, Washington, 1907.
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Canoe, canoe!  What can you do?



I can take you to many places, old and new.



Canoe, canoe!  What can you feel?



I can feel the cold waters and the warmth of your heels.



Canoe, canoe!  What can you hear?



I can hear the water swishing as the steersman steers.



Canoe, canoe!  What can you see?



I see the paddles dipping to move you and me.



Canoe, canoe!  What do you know?



I know all the things that happened since the days of long ago.



Canoe, canoe!  What do you want?



I want you to remember to look beyond my bowfront.



Canoe, canoe!  What can you do?



I can take you to many places, within me and within you.
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Lummi men troll for salmon from their canoe, near Bellingham, Washington, ca. 1900.  The man at rear
of  the canoe paddles, as the man in front bends over into canoe. The shoreline  is visible beyond them.
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Nellie began singing.  Her strong voice rose and cut through the
wind and the darkness.  By now the people of the village were on
the beach watching.  From out of the fog came the beautiful music
of a young girl’s voice.  They recognized the song as one belonging
to their friends down the coast.  More people from the village
gathered on the beach and their welcoming song rose up into the
sky and out to where the canoe struggled in the waves.



“I hear them!” cried Herbie from the bow of the canoe.  “The
village is that way!”  Nellie continued to sing, and as they
neared the shore the voices grew louder.  “I can see them
now!” cried Herbie.  “That way!”
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Historic Skokomish canoe from the Skokomish Tribal Center.



My granddad took me to the beach today,
and look what I found!

“A canoe,” I yelled.  “A canoe!”  Granddad
told me lots of stories about canoes.



I raced ahead to see the canoe,



and look what I found inside!





A scoop, made of wood
with a handle on the end.

“A bailer,” Granddad said.  “A bailer, to bail
the water out that always splashes in.



Look what I found in the canoe.

A bailer!



As I looked inside the canoe, I saw something
there that I knew.

“A rope,” I told Granddad.  “Just like you told
me.  Made of cedar bark and twisted, too!”



Look what I found in the canoe!

A cedar rope!



I took a
quick look in
the canoe
once again,
and found a
big heavy
rock with a
hole drilled in
one end.

“An anchor,” Granddad said.  “An anchor to
stop the canoe from always drifting in.”



Look what I found in the canoe.

An anchor!



Granddad smiled as
I looked inside
once more.  A tri-
angle box, made of
wood, was on its
floor.

“What’s that?” I asked Granddad, as he picked it up
just so.
“This is a special bentwood box, you know.  The
people would put stuff in the box to keep it safe as
they go.”



Look what I found in the canoe.

A bentwood tackle box!
See Nan McNutt’s The Bentwood
Box p. 33 for a traditional bentwood
box for canoes.



When I looked
again, I saw a
paddle at the stern.

I really would have fun with one,
paddling on my turn.



A paddle!

Look what I found in the canoe!



On the floor of the canoe was a long round
pole, made out of wood.

Granddad said the people would use the pole
to get up the shallow rivers when they could.



Look what I found in the canoe.

A pole!



In the front of the canoe I saw something rolled up,
and really fat.  Granddad took and rolled it out on the
ground so it was laying flat.

“A cedar bark mat, “ he said, “to sit on, and protect
the canoe, in fact.”



Look what I found in the canoe.

A cedar bark mat!



I am glad Granddad took me to the beach
today.  I really like seeing the canoe.



I was happy to see what I found inside, and
can’t wait to have one too.
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A Makah couple haul canoe ashore after fishing, Neah Bay, Washington, 1900.  He is pulling
a canoe with folded sail, and fishing gear onto beach; she holds fish, with blanket wrapped
around her boyd, an dscarf on her head.  Island visible in background.
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The Building of a Canoe

Carpenter Crew:
Danny Pablo
Jim Anderson

Courtesy of the Tulalip Tribe
2001 Canoe Carvers:

Jerry Jones
Joe Gobin

June 1988
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After the top has
been flattened,
the center line
on the bottom is
created. (Jerry Jones
and Joe Gobin)

The bow lines
are put on
with a baton.
(Joe Gobin, Jerry Jones,
Jim Anderson, Danny
Pablo)

June 1988

June 1988



The bow section
is blocked out.
(Jerry Jones)

The tail gets fitted
to the canoe.

June 1988

April  1989



The tail section
needs some
repairing before
it is installed on
the canoe. (Jerry
Jones)

The top of the tail isn’t tall enough, so canoe
carver, Jerry Jones, laminates it to the proper
dimensions.

April  1989

April  1989



A gutter (elbow) adze is used to shape the right
side of the canoe. (Jerry Jones)

August 1988

March 1989

On the day of
the steaming,
before water
was added, a
rope is tied
around the bow
to prevent  it
from spreading
too wide.

March 1989



The first section of the canoe is thinned to the
correct thickness.

February 1989

March 1989

On the evening of
a solar eclipse,
while using steam
and spreaders to
stretch the canoe,
the canoe split.

March 1989



1/4” wooden
dowels and
wood glue
are used to
connect the
patch in the
bow to the
main body of
the canoe.

November/December 1988

November/December 1988



“Butterflies” are installed
with a 2-part epoxy to re-
pair the crack on the right
side of the canoe.  The crack
is sealed with Seki-flex 52.

The thorts are installed
the old way, except the
canoe carver uses copper
wire instead of cedar
bows.

March 1989



Two coats of
dogfish liver oil
and red ochre
paint are ap-
plied, but the
paint doesn’t
dry.  The carver
ends up using
enamel paint.
(Jim Anderson,Joe Gobin)

The sides are prepared for the rub rail.  In the
background, the paddle carved especially to steer
the canoe sits in the bow. (Joe Gobin, Jerry Jones)

May 1989

May 1989



The bow of the canoe is
finished except for the
eaves and the rub rails.

The canoe will
have a sail.
The master
carver Jerry
Jones holds
the mast.

May 1989

May 1989



A week before the
Salmon Ceremony, the
canoe is moved to
Tulalip Bay for its
dedication and
launch. (Bernie Gobin, Eddie
Pablo, Richard Brown, Joe Gobin,
Danny Pablo, Jerry Jones, Leroy
Fryberg, Dale Jones; Stan Jones,
below)

May/June 1989

May/June 1989



The canoe is blessed. (Bernie Gobin, Frank Madison, Stan Jones, Neal
Moses, Julie Moses, Terry Jones, Marya Moses, Jo Ann Jones)

Tulalip elders, including Marya Moses, Jo Ann Jones,
Terry Gobin and Molly Hatch, give the Blessing of
Big Sister before the canoe goes into the water.

May/June 1989

May/June 1989



The blessed canoe is put into the
water for the first time. (Leroy Fryberg, Joe
Gobin, Glen Gobin, Tony Hatch, Bill Holm, Jerry Jones)

May/June 1989

May/June 1989



The maiden voyage!  Skippering the canoe on her
first trip is a great honor, given to Bill Holm, who
was the master carvers’ teacher and former cura-
tor of the Burke Museum.  (From bow to stern: Joe Gobin, Dean
Fryberg, Glen Gobin, Roy Hatch, Leroy Fryberg, Tony Hatch, Richard Brown, Bill
Holm)

May/June 1989



The Carving of a Canoe:

selected photographs from David Neel’s

The Great Canoes:
Reviving a Northwest Coast Tradition
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Elbow adzes are used to
hollow the log.  The
straight sides of the canoe
will be steamed and
shaped into arcs, widening
the canoe by a foot.
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 A young boy holds the canoe in place during the welcoming ceremony.
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